
VSME in a Nutshell 

Kick-start your reporting journey and  
unlock new business opportunities. 

Sign up for the Webinar 

What is the VSME Standard? 
The Voluntary reporting standard for SMEs (VSME) is a dedi-
cated sustainability reporting framework developed by EFRAG 
(European Financial Reporting Advisory Group), the same or-
ganization responsible for drafting the European Sustainabili-
ty Reporting Standards (ESRS) used for CSRD compliance. It 
translates complex ESG requirements into a pragmatic, propor-
tionate, and SME-friendly format.

The standard consists of two modules:

Why is VSME a blessing for SMEs?  
Small and mid-sized enterprises are facing rapidly growing expec-
tations around transparency and ESG performance. The VSME 
standard offers exactly what SMEs need to succeed in this envi-
ronment:  

A structured framework that works as a protection shield 
for increasing requests from stakeholders, customers, 
banks, and internal management, as it defines the max-
imum scope CSRD-affected companies can pass on to 
their suppliers. (Trickle-down protection)  

An easy-to-handle way to formalize the company‘s sus-
tainability efforts in a way, that reflects the sustainability 
resources and expertise in smaller and mid-sized compa-
nies, enabling better financing conditions, higher tender 
win rates and less bureaucracy. 

Unified reporting requirements with reusable data, 
eliminating the struggle with today’s excessive and incon-
sistent reporting landscape 

The VSME directly addresses the core pain points SMEs face 
today, making sustainability reporting manageable, efficient, and 
value-adding.

Whereas the CSRD requires extensive, detailed sustainability re-
porting from large enterprises, the VSME Standard offers SMEs a 
voluntary, lighter, and pragmatic alternative. It provides structured, 
comparable ESG information without the cost and complexity of 
CSRD – with 90% fewer data points, no mandatory Double Mate-
riality Analysis, no audit obligation, and a standardized approach 
that acts as an effective shield against incoming data requests. 

Basic Module 
Purpose: Easy-to-implement structure for  
beginners or first-time reporters 

Content: 11 essential topics covering  
governance, environment, social responsibility, 
and initiatives

Comprehensive Module 

Purpose: Enhanced sustainability 
insights for SMEs 

Content: 9 additional disclosures 
including climate targets, risks, sustain-
ability strategy, and social due diligence 
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osapiens develops cloud-based software solutions (SaaS) that empower companies to drive sustainable growth across their 
entire value chain. The scalable, AI-powered platform osapiens HUB combines powerful data integration with real-time  
analytics to increase transparency and boost efficiency. Headquartered in Mannheim, Germany, osapiens supports more than 
2,200 companies worldwide with a global team of over 500 employees.

Contact
digital@osapiens.com
www.osapiens.com/sme-reporting
Visit us on LinkedIn 

https://osapiens.com/events/mastering-vsme-simple-sustainability-reporting-for-small-and-medium-sized-enterprises/
mailto:digital%40osapiens.com?subject=
http://www.osapiens.com/sme-reporting
http://www.osapiens.com
https://eu1.hubs.ly/H0dGF5N0 

